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Out of a job but hard at work, Marisol Berrizhiéttia makes pbrce!ain during a class at Baltimore Clayworks in Mt

Washington on Fel, 10. The ceramic art center allows-

the unemployed to take its classes virtually free of 'ché[ge.

A wheel of good fortune in bad times

By Adam Bednar
ahednan@pafuxent.com

Marisol Bergizbeitia sat inched
over'a potter’s wheel at Baltimore
Clayworks in Mt Washington,
with her glasses dangling from a
strap around her neck.

She was making porcelain, mold-
ing the raw materiaf with her fin-
gers and a wet rag untik it formed
acylinder. )

Although there were E2 other
students 1n her class, the only
sound was the hum of the wheels’
molors. ’

For Berrizbeitia, 55, forming the
porcelain is an almost therapeu-

tic form ‘of relieving stress. That’s
something she’s needed since losing
her job last month.

Baltimore Clayworks is doing its
part to relieve her stress. The long-
time ceramic act center is lesting
her take the 12-week class, valued
at $345, for fres.

_ Because of the poor econonty,
Baltimore Clayworks, a nonprofit
at 5707 Smith Ave i the Mt
Washington ViHage business dis-
iTict, started a program in which
people ‘who are laid off can take
12 weekly classes for $13.78 — the

_ cost of materials, Ten to 12.jobless

students have taken advantage of
the offer so far, said Matt Hylek,

Baltimore Clayworks education
coordinator. ’

“It's a symbolic gesture,” Hylek
said. “fts filling classes - and
ultimately keeps our teachers
employed.”

Baltimore Clayworks, estab-
lished in 1980, offers 24 classes
per week, rents studio space, holds
exhibitions and worksheps, sells
pottery and kilns, hosts " visiting
artists and grants 2n annual emesg-
ing-artist fellowship. It has a staff
of 12, plus 13 resident studio art-
jsts, 39 associate and alumni artists,
900 ssudents, 100 volunteers and 27

See CI,aywi:rks; Page 2

State hill
pressures
Keswick

Would increase cost
of retirement center

By Adam Bednar
abednar@pahaeat.com

State legislators are trying to
make it cost-prohibitive for Kes-
wick Multi-Care Center to build a

‘retirement community opposed by

the Roland Park Civic League.
A House bill sponsored by the

8 | delegations of the 40th and 41st

districts is designed to increase the
taxes Keswick would pay to build
on 17 acres of uadeveloped land
that ig now owned by the Baltimose

‘Country Club,

The bilf, HB 848, would requi.re.

| Keswick to make a payment in

lien of taxes in the same amount
it would pay if it built houses on
each acre of the land, said Del
Sandy Resenberg, lead sponsor of
the legislation. :
That means Keswick would have

_to pay $4 millior in taxes ainually,

compiied to the $500,000 Keswick
proposes to pay in lieu of taxes
in its first year of operation of
the planned refirement community,
said Philip Spevak, civic league
president.

If Keswick refused to make the
payment, the Maryland Health
and Higher Educational Facilities
Authority would be barred [rom
bonding the project under the bil,
which was filed last week. -

The ageney helps nonprofit hos
pitals, health-related organizations,

See Keswick, Page 3
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Marisol Berrizbeitia
shares a light

. moment with her
teacher, Coflette
Smith, during the
class “Poreelain:
The Outer Limits”
at Batlimiore
Clayworks on

Feb. 10. The
ceramics studio

in Mt Washington
is offering the
i2-week class, §
valued at $345,
virtually for free
.o people who are
unemployed, such
as Berrizbeitia, as
a symbolic gesture
during tough
economic times.

STAFE PHOTG
BY SAFAH NIX

Art classes a helping hand% for jobless

Clayworks, from Page 1

board members,

Stories like Berrizbeitias are
becoming all too common in the
econormic- downturn in Maryland
and the nation.

According to the state Pepart-
mert of Labor, Licensing & Regu-
lation, unemployment in the Bal-
timore-Towson region imcreased
from 67,000 unemployed people in
August 2008 to 81,448 unemployed
residents in December 2008.

The area unemployment rate is
5.8 percent, well below the national
rate of 7.6 percent, according to the
federal Burean of Labor Statistics,

Besrizheilia, an Essex resident
and native of Venezuela, has been
making pottery for about 22 years,
and has been taking classes at Bal-
timore Clayworks sipee 2003. Last

- December, she signed up for a 12-

week course called “Porcelain: The
Outer Limits”

She paid full price minus a dis-
count she receives as a member of
Baltimore Clayworks.

But in Janvary, Tesco, the elec-
tronics sales company where she
had worked for about six yeats,

" dowmsized and Jaid ber off

Berrizbeitia called Baltimore
Clayworks to see if she could get a
refund for the class.

"That’s when she got some news
to brighten her day. Hylek told her
that she could have the refund, and
cohtinue to take the class.

{*This is a class that I need a lot
bébause I just started working with

greelain,” she said,

Despite the dim outlodk, com-
ing to the classes and doing what
shﬁa loves to do is a big help in keep-
ing Berrizbeitia’s spitits high.

“The first week was very tough,
tut you kmow what you get,” she
asked. “You learn that sometimes
chinge (is) the best for you. Maybe
1 was too comfortable.”

‘Editor Larry Perl contributed to

this story.
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