Baltimore Clayworks is inviting you, art teachers, art education students, and student teachers to be a part of our Learning in the Arts project,  More than Skin Deep. The overall goal of this project is to inspire art educators to experiment with clay’s possibilities and to share that potential with their students. This knowledge will be imparted by viewing an exhibition of work by artists who are expert in manipulating the surface of clay and participating in workshops given by renowned studio artist Jenny Mendes.  

More than Skin Deep has several facets: 

1. National Exhibition - An exhibition of the work of 28 established and emerging ceramic artists in the field of ceramics will be presented in the Baltimore Clayworks Gallery opening August 8 and concluding on 26th.  The theme of this exhibition encompasses varied approaches and techniques that artists use to create intriguing surfaces on clay.  Teachers who view the exhibition are eligible for a range of classroom resource materials (see #3 below). 

2. Free Workshops - Two workshops led by highly acclaimed studio artist Jenny Mendes (www.jennymendes.com), free and open to three groups of art educators (20 Art Teachers, 40 Art Ed. Students, total)  

a. Saturday and Sunday, September 12 & 13 –for K – 12 art teachers and Community Arts Teachers
b. Tuesday or Wednesday September 15 & 16- for art education students, including student teachers

These workshops are open to visual art teachers of all media and disciplines. We strongly believe that non-clay artists will have much to gain working outside their chosen medium.

3. Classroom Materials - Educational materials will distributed ahead of time to prepare those who view the exhibition More than Skin Deep.  The materials will include a Gallery Guide with ceramic vocabulary, questions for critical thinking and images of the participating artists. Materials also include a Teacher Guide with projects, procedures and thematic curriculum ideas pertaining to ceramics and the exhibition.  In addition, we will produce a CD Catalog of the More than Skin Deep exhibition suitable for use as a resource in for classroom. School tours are available by appointment. The exhibition will also be posted online to allow all to “visit” even if a tour is not possible.  The materials will also be available to any public,   private or after-school art teacher who requests information about the exhibition.  

4. Student Exhibition - Teachers and art education students who participate in our workshops will then present and teach their own projects in their classrooms based on their experience with Ms. Mendes. We will require that visual and descriptive documentation of the projects by the participating teachers are sent to Clayworks in support of the grant. Clayworks will host an exhibition featuring the work created by our Community Arts teachers and their students, in our Community Arts Gallery in Mt. Washington at the end of October.  We encourage our collaborating universities and schools whose teachers participated in the workshop to coordinate and host an exhibition at their sites, as well. 

A related goal of More than Skin Deep is to connect our community’s K-12 art educators and students with Baltimore Clayworks to broaden an overall artistic awareness and appreciation of ceramics. We hope to strengthen our ties with educators in the Baltimore area, and to function as a mutually supportive artistic resource.

Please visit our website, www.baltimoreclayworks.org for more information about the exhibition More than Skin Deep. Feel free to contact Mary Cloonan with any questions, mary.cloonan@baltimoreclayworks.org.

