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      Artist Statement

Our society has become increasingly desensitized to the world around us. We are so busy that we have forgotten to appreciate the simple pleasures in life such as time with our families and friends. I refer to the absence of this experience as the dangler, or a moment in waiting. We are so inundated with technology that we hardly stop to notice what is truly important. Our lives are becoming increasing isolated from human interactions. Therefore, warm connections between humans are becoming more rare and valuable. I prefer to view my work is a quiet rebellion against overwhelming artificial stimulation experienced in contemporary living. I seek to call attention to, even ritualize, actions such as eating and drinking. 

In our society, the bonds within a community are being lost. Through my work, I attempt to rekindle the importance of social bonds through activities or rituals. Rituals temporarily release us from our daily routines allowing time for self-reflection. In this moment, no matter how fleeting, growth and awareness occur. It is not only individual growth that is enriched, but communities are strengthened as well.  When people are connected to one another they feel a sense of belonging and are able to contribute more fully to the greater good of the society and culture. This moment can be a simple as drinking bourbon with a friend or taking a walk through nature. Regardless of the specific activity, these are the moments that are so often overlooked, rushed through, and most often excised from our routines in the interest of time. I am driven to make work that honors and embellishes these things that are lost and overlooked.

My particular fascination lies within the roles that coffee and alcohol play in facilitating the development of bonds within our communities. I create work that both stimulates and documents these moments that are overlooked. In my work, the sculptural vessel forms create a space, context and vehicle for the drinking ritual.
The forms I create reference nature, particularly succulents. I also allow and encourage other associations to come into play, such as undersea creatures and fungi. All three are naturally occurring in unexpected places, have high survival rates in harsh environments, and are evocatively shaped in a sensual way. I choose succulents not only for their beauty, but also for their powerful symbolism of resiliency. Succulents hoard and contain nourishment for self-sustaining life, which I parallel with my functional work. The clusters of individual segments of the succulent plant reference community, while the plants themselves are solitary. These plants can be seen as a microcosmic representation of our society. There is an appearance of conformity; however, upon closer inspection the individuals vary in size, shape, texture and color. Individuality and community are both celebrated. By using these forms from nature as a metaphor for intimacy, growth, individuality, and interpersonal relationships, I am facilitating a refuge from the chaos of life and elevating the status of the moment.

