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My college career began at Xavier University in the fall of 1993 as a declared Art major although the particular area of concentration was undecided.  I completed my BFA in the fall of 1997 with a concentration in Ceramics and an allied concentration in Printmaking.  My thesis body of work consisted of 32 mixed media wheel thrown “seed” vessels based loosely around ceremonial vessels from Pre-Columbian culture. 
In the spring of 1998 I returned to my hometown of Berea, KY to take a short-session course from my father, a potter and teacher at Berea College since 1967.  In his class I gained first hand experience both with kiln construction while learning the basic principles of firing a gas reduction kiln.   In March of that year I received a scholarship to attend the NCECA (National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts) Conference in Ft. Worth, TX so I took the opportunity to extend my clay experience beyond my limited borders.  While attending the conference I met Deborah Bedwell - the Executive Director at Baltimore Clayworks and a former graduate from Berea College – who invited me to do a two month internship at the Clayworks.  

It took two more years for me to decide that was the next step but in January of 2000 I drove to Baltimore to begin an internship doing studio labor in exchange for studio space.   In May of 2000 I was juried in as 1 of 12 artist-in-residence here at the Clayworks, renting a studio space in which I can produce my artwork.  I began teaching adult classes that summer and by the fall of 2000 I became the Education Coordinator which involves the oversight of our classes and assisting our teachers in writing both our adult and children’s programs.
